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A LEEDS SHOPKEEPER'who
prepared astock of petrolbomb.
components for: use during the
July riots has not been charged
with any offence by, police, a
month after a \police raid :re-
covered evidence of the bomb pre-
parations. The case is in distinct
contrast to . a conspiracy trial of
eight youths from' the same area
who were held in, custody and
were tried on charges of making or
.possessing bombs with intent to
endanger life or property. Six of
them were jailed. '. I

T~e ,shopkeeper, Mr Graham

'Bone,"who runs the GB Auto
Centre in the, Harehills, district 6f..,
. Leeds, stockpiled over 20 bottles
with rags taped around their
"necks, and erght. gallons of. petrol
with which to fill them. He \0-

tended to use them against-any
crowds or riots which came near
.his shop; and kept them in a back
room ready for use until he was
"raided in December last year. The,
secret bomb stockpile was first
revealed in the Leeds alternative
paper, Leeds Other Paper. The
report led directly to the police
raid, " ~
This week; IMr Bone claimed

the allegation that he had gathered
the material to make' petrol bombs
were 'not really' true, and thatthe
'reason,s for him stockpiling the
jars and pefrol had been taken,
'out of context', But he was not
prepare a 'to discuss why ~e had
obtained the materials, r

The West Yorkshire=police ,-
'already under intense public
"criticism for their handling of the

Ripper case .; were unwilling jo
comment about the GB Auto
Shop case because of its 'sensitiv-
, " in connection' with the July
ri s. They would not discuss
whe her or not 'charges would be
brou ht, but said that 'a report
would be sent to the Director of
Public Prosecutions.
Understandably, many of those

involved in defending the eight
Leeds youths, or the Bradford 12
conspiracy case are, angered by
what they see as discriminatory
treatment of 'a white' shopkeeper.
Under the 1883 Explosives Act, it
is an offence to possess explosive
substances where ,the~e might be
suspicion that they would be used
for an unlawful purpose.Although
self-defence weapons are
sometimes legal, the indiscrimi-
nate nature, of a petrol bomb
would 'make it difficult' to use' in
self-defence. Anyone charged
with such an offence - such as the
Leeds youths - has to prove that
their pu~pose was lawful. 0


